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“Preserving Our History -  
Ensuring Our Future” �

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In front of the North Wall of St. Mark’s, June 2006 
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In the old District Six,  St. Mark’s, Die Klipkerki e on Clifton Street, with its 
crowded school and active community center was a vibrant place of worship, 
education and community life.  Thousands of Capetonians were raised within its 
walls.  
 
Under the cruel hand of the Group Areas Act, St Mark’s lost its buildings, its land 
and its resident population but miraculously along with six other places of worship, 
the church remained intact, and over the years has been faithfully maintained by ex 
residents who returned Sunday by Sunday to attend their church. 
 
With the development of the Technikon campus, the church’s very existence was 
threatened once again – but the people stood firm. When financial offers were made 
the people refused to negotiate, the church council of the time wrote, “We will, as 
far as possible, continue exactly as before”.  
 
So thanks to the resilience of the people, St Mark’s, sometimes called ‘the last 
bastion against Apartheid’, stands resolutely alongside the buildings of the now 
Cape Peninsular University of Technology. The church is supported by 250 active 
members and many friends who return constantly to the church for Sunday 
worship, baptisms, marriages and funerals. 
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Over the last 5 years the north 
wall of the church developed 
major signs of structural collapse. 
The Church was threatened with 
closure unless action was taken.   
 
Once again the people have risen 
to the fore.  R150, 000 was raised 
by the congregation for the re-
roofing of the entire structure. 
Another R50, 000 was found for 
the rewiring and lighting of the 
church. R89,000 was raised from 
a corporate fundraising choral 
concert in 2006.  
 



 
 
 
 

Heritage Western Cape 
designated heritage Architect 
John Rennie and plans were 
drawn and re drawn.   
It soon became evident that it 
would be possible not only to 
prop up the North Wall but to 
excavate and develop an area 
underneath the church in 
order to provide some much 
needed facilities for the church 
including a meeting room, 
office, store room, kitchen and 
toilets for the disabled.   

 
Excavation begins stone by stone! 
 
The cost of the refurbishment was estimated at approx.R1.5million.  
 
The Rupert Historical Housing Association pledged one million towards the project 
and in November of 2007 the contractors moved on to the site. The ‘unknown 
conditions’ below ground proved favourable and the building began.  
 
Meanwhile fundraising efforts continue in order to raise sufficient funds to complete 
the project. Thus we are appealing to you to assist in the completion of this dramatic 
transformation and restoration of St Mark’s Distric t Six. The new undercroft will 
provide crucial facilities of the growing community and ‘returning exiles’ of District 
Six.  

The new space created 
for development under the 
church! 
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If you were able to support this exciting venture and play your part in the 
preservation of one of the great heritage sites of Cape Town and ensure its dynamic 
future for generations to come we would be pleased to offer you: 
 

�  A plaque or role of honour at St Mark’s Church and if appropriate at The 
District Six Museum. 

 
�  Company name sandblasted onto the new church windows (depending on the 

amount of donation) 
 

�  Newsletter publicity 
 

�  Cheque Handover – Photo Shoot Opportunities 
 

�  Public Relations/Media Release and Newsletter opportunities for Corporate 
support 

 
�  Recognition at the opening, blessing and dedication of the new undercroft. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The St Mark’s Building Committee 
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Minimum Cost of Project       1,562,500.00 
 
Amount raised: 

St Mark’s Church Fundraising     300,000.00 
The Rupert Historical Homes Foundation   1,000 ,000.00 
 

A Shortfall in excess of:      262,500.00 
 

 
 

                        

    
 

Ancient arches are discovered below ground level! 
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The current Rector of St Mark’s, Fr. John Oliver, who has served this vibrant and 
resourceful community faithfully for the last 14 years, envisages St Mark’s once 
again as the center of the new community of District Six.  It will provide a welcome 
to all and a ‘home for all’ and will rejoice with many others at the future 
homecoming of the exiles.  It will continue to welcome tourists from all over the 
world who seek to understand the District Six story in the context of the 
transformation of our country. St. Mark’s has an extensive outreach programme 
which involves work with Fikelela, the Diocesan AIDS programme in Khayelitsha (a 
centre for abandoned and orphaned children started in 2001), work with St Anne’s 
homes for abused and vulnerable women with children, of which Fr. John is the 
Chairperson, and regular local soup kitchens, support for the needy and a prison 
rehabilitation programme at Pollsmoor. The church will continue to provide 
excellent support to children and youth, thereby contributing to the social capital of 
the area. It will provide strong spiritual and moral leadership, thus providing social 
cohesion for the community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The new Hall takes shape! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Vision Statement 
 

To create a vibrant and renewed community of love, welcome and acceptance, 
 proclaiming the unfolding nature of God 

 And offering healing and reconciliation in Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pentecost 2008! 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to celebrate life that flows from God and to maintain an historic and 
holy place where 

 
�  the community gathers as a family to worship and praise God 
�  people receive a renewed spirit of awareness and are nurtured in their faith 

and sense of community 
�  the District Six experience is remembered and the hurts of the past are 

healed 
�  people serve the needy and provide support to the wider community 
�  Young and old people can feel at home. 

 
 
- 

�  A set of our Financial Accounts are available on request 
�  We have applied for a NPO certificate and it is in the process of being registered. 
�  You are welcome to visit the church and see how the project is going. 

 


